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Foreword 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A sense of belonging is important to us all: belonging to people and belonging to 
place.  First will come our families and friends but our neighbours and the place 
where we live are close runners-up. 
 
Village communities are precious in a country where suburban sprawl is only 
checked by the greenbelt and the principles of our planners.  Defined and under 
girded by the parish system – both civil and ecclesiastical – they have a special 
identity and respond to our desire to be rooted.  It is important that they work 
together to balance the preservation of tradition with the needs of people in 
the 21st century. 
 
A village appraisal can help to do that.  It can tell you things you didn’t know.  It 
may confirm things you always suspected.  And it forms a basis for community 
representation and planning.  Already Godstone has found hard working 
enthusiasts who have undertaken the appraisal and people in the village have 
come together to raise the wherewithal and to answer the questions – a 72% 
response is very good indeed. 
 
The next phase is the really challenging one when you decide what to DO.  But 
I’m sure it will bear much fruit.  Congratulations and good luck. 
 

 
Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey 



Godstone Village Appraisal Project – The Results  Page 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My family and I moved to North Park in Godstone on Guy Fawkes Night in 1981.  
The children thought the fireworks were to celebrate their arrival in the village, 
and still believe this to this day.  In 1988 we started using the barn for a series 
of concerts involving disabled performers.  Over the years this work increased, 
and eventually we moved out of the house and it became The Orpheus Centre.  
It now houses 18 (soon to be 24) young disabled people who work towards 
independent living in various ways, one of which is performing regularly in public.  
Throughout all this the village of Godstone has been unfailingly supportive and 
welcoming, and has embraced this unusual community unquestioningly.  It could 
so easily have been otherwise.  We could have been the crazy people up the lane, 
and made to feel very isolated.  But the English village at its best will open its 
arms to almost anyone who wishes genuinely to be a part of it.  We are proud to 
be a part of Godstone, and to know that Godstone is proud of us. 
 
Please send my very best wishes to everyone and good luck with the Appraisal 
Project. 
 

 
Richard Stilgoe 
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Godstone 
Godstone is an attractive village on a busy junction of the A25, A22 and the M25, with a 
large village green at its centre. Buildings in the village range from 14th century to modern 
day. The oldest part of 
the village is known as 
Church Town or 
Walkingstead, and is to 
the east of the modern 
day village centre. 
 
Today the Green is 
regarded as the village 
centre.  Godstone Green 
is ringed with some 
beautiful trees.  The 
Green also benefits from 
a pond know as the 
‘Horse Pond’ (from the 
days when horses would 
drink from it), where 
geese and swans can 
often be seen.  Cricket is 
played here in summer, 
as well as other sports 
and activities.   
 
Godstone, as small as it 
is, has several pubs, the 
400 years old Hare and Hounds being one of them. It got its name because the hunt used to 
meet here. Around this area, underground, are the remains of silver sand mines.  The Bell is 
the oldest pub in the village, dating from the 14th century with some original features 
surviving. Opposite The Bell is the White Hart which dates from the 16th century and was 
formerly known as the Clayton Arms, named after previous lords of the manor. 
 

There has been a church in the village since before 950 A.D.  The 
Normans apparently replaced the wooden building with a stone built one, 
which has been much altered and updated over the years.  In more recent 
times, the Millennium Window was installed to commemorate the year 
2000 and the turning of the century.  St Mary’s chapel was built at the 
same time as St Marys homes in 1872, designed by Sir Gilbert Scott and 
the Baptist Chapel, originally built in 1882 was rebuilt and added to in 
1973. 

 
Godstone is mentioned in the Doomsday book and has been an important 
village to both Surrey and the south of England for many years.  Local 
mineral reserves and its location on one of the main routes between 

London and the south coast have ensured that the village, whilst small, is regarded as 
extremely important, not just to the local community, but to the population as a whole. 

Figure 1:  The 
Millennium Window in 

St Nicholas' Church 
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A Brief History of the Village of Godstone 

Early Days 
Neolithic flints are reputed to have been found near Castle Hill suggesting Stone Age 
travellers or temporary residents, using the ancient trackway east to west along the lower 
slopes of the North Downs.  However, the early history of Godstone comes with the Roman 
road from London over Riddlesdown, through the Godstone Gap, up over Tilburstow Hill and 
thence to Portslade, metalled with small stone from local deposits.  There is no evidence of a 
Roman settlement.  The narrow road may well have followed earlier trackways and was used 
for transporting iron ore and wood from the south into London rather than as a great military 
road.  Stratton is the farm on the stone street and there was a Saxon church nearby.  
 

Godstone’s Name 
A Saxon Will of around 950 AD gifted land at Stratton to the Minster of Wolcnesstede.  
When King Ethelred the Unready’s daughter Goda married Eustace of Boulogne in 1050 she 
received land at Wolcnesstede as part of her marriage portion and this became known as 
Goda’s Tun. 
 
The Doomsday Wachelstede has seen many variations of spelling but is recognisable still in 
the Walkingstead of today – the place where wool was walked or fulled with fullers earth to 
remove the grease.  The wooden Saxon church was not mentioned in Doomsday so may have 
fallen into disrepair.  A stone church was built around 1150 possibly on higher ground and 
dedicated to St Nicholas.  There were about fifty families in the area of under three hundred 
people, many of whom would have been children.  The village was devastated by the Black 
Death in 1349, but gradually recovered, developing nearer to the Green. 
 

The Landed Gentry 
The 16th century Evelyn family were noted for gunpowder making, having been granted a 
licence by Elizabeth I.  In the 17th century members of the wealthy Clayton family were 
influential in politics, the City and the Army.  Many of the older houses in the village date 
from these two hundred years.  The Greenwell family – long-standing tenants of the Claytons 
bought the estate in 1911 becoming local benefactors.  They sold the lands after the Second 
World War and vested the Lordship of the Manor in the Parish Council.  Several members of 
the Hoare family have been Rectors. 
 

Roads 
Early roads were little more than tracks which were gradually improved for the horse coaches 
and Godstone hostelries were popular stopping places.  It was not until the 19th century that 
we saw the road to South Godstone and later, the railway station.  (Coaches had previously to 
negotiate the steep Tilburstow Hill).  The improved roads of crushed stone were watered daily 
by horse and cart to keep the dust down and regularly steam-rollered.  Surface tarring came 
around 1911/12 and Tarmacadam about 1920.  Some two hundred years ago the track to 
Bletchingley was via Ivy Mill, improvement ensued with the link from the top of the Green to 
North Park Lane, but it was not until the 1960’s that the bends were avoided by the building 
of the ‘Bletchingley straight’.  Similarly the road to Caterham was narrow steep and winding 
until the 1960’s with further alterations for the M25 and the Northern By-pass in the 
1970’s/1980’s.  Motor buses had been introduced around 1912. 
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Churches 
The stone church of 1150 has been much altered and added to over eight and a half centuries.  
The Baptist Chapel was built in 1882 and rebuilt with additions in 1973. 
 

Schools 
Education was scant until the opening of the Church School in Church Lane in 1854 for 
children of 5 and upwards, when terms were influenced by the farming calendar.  These 
buildings closed in 1973 when Godstone First School for 5-8 year olds opened beside the 
Green. 
 

War 
Men of Godstone fought and died in both World Wars and the women joined the services, 
worked on the land or in munitions.  London evacuees and Canadian soldiers came in the 
1940’s and there was some bomb damage. 
 

Local Resources 
Godstone’s fortunes have been linked to natural resources, fullers earth, stone, sand, gravel, 
water, wood and farming from Saxon times.  Until the early 20th century the village remained 
a self sufficient community.  Improved roads and transport led to more houses and in the last 
half century more than 500 new dwellings have been built.  The roads and sand which gave 
life to the village are the main problems of today. 
 

Recent Times 
Modern day Godstone has a 
thriving local community 
with many clubs and 
activities attracting local 
people to spend their leisure 
time in the village. 
 
For the Millennium, a 
Pageant was produced and 
presented by the local 
community depicting 
Godstone’s history.  The 
whole village was invited to 
take part in a photo that was 
taken to commemorate the 
occasion with people 
forming a figure 2000 on 
The Green.  Numerous 
social events raised funds for a new stained glass window in St Nicholas’ Church and a 
Millennium Clock on The Green. 
 
Godstone has a regular village market and an annual village fete which has activities and 
events spread over three days.  Other events include the St Nicholas’ Church flower festival, 
regular entertainment in the White Hart Barn village hall and organised walks around the Bay 
Pond Nature Reserve.  The community is vibrant, enthusiastic and inclusive for everyone. 
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The Appraisal Background 
On a frosty January morning in 2001 a number of people were toasting the installation of the 
Millennium Clock on Godstone Green. It was as we were moving away from the Pavilion that 
Graham Saunders, chairman of Godstone Parish Council, said “… it would be good for 
Godstone if it carried out an Appraisal. Do you fancy getting involved?” The rest, as they say, 
is history. 
 
People who are interested in village life and are not necessarily connected to any elected 
body, such as the Parish Council, generally carry out Appraisals in rural communities. The 
Appraisal process falls under the remit of the Rural Development Agency based in Guildford. 
To this end there is a set format (a computer programme), which all villages adhere to. This 
enables consistent and comparable results to be drawn no matter where you are in the country. 
An Appraisal is really a way of finding out what is happening in a village and what changes 
the people really want to see. In Godstone we have done this by holding a series of public, 
open meetings starting with the launch on the 4th July 2001. Over 90 people attended that 
evening to hear what the Appraisal was all about. In the autumn further sessions were held to 
look at the things that really mattered to Godstone. This was no easy task. We had to reduce 
an available 324 questions down to fewer than 50 so that people wouldn’t feel swamped. This 
task was completed in the spring of 2002 culminating in a questionnaire, which was 
distributed to all 1147 households between the 7th and 21st April. All responses were 
anonymous and this was important, people really could (and did) say what they felt. 
Throughout this process there has been complete transparency and the recommendations you 
see within this report are made on the authority of the entire village. Statistically a return of 
over 72% is a real credit to our village. 
 
It has not been all head down concentrated effort; we have enjoyed some lighter moments 
with our fund raising events. Many of you may have attended our Murder Mystery evening 
last October, an Illustrated talk on Iran in February, a musical evening featuring “Spectrum” 
in March, the Skittles evening in April, Straw Poll in July or most recently a Barn Dance. All 
these were great fun but had one thing in common, money. We needed funding to cover 
expenses for predominantly printing costs. With any organisation these days funding is 
essential and this will also become clear when it comes to implementing some of the 
recommendations. What carrying out the Appraisal allows our village to do is to show 
evidence to relevant statutory bodies that may have grants available for improving our 
situation in Godstone. Some things will be easy to do whereas others will take time. It will be 
down to the people of Godstone as to how far we take our village. 
 
The Parish of Godstone, like all good things, comes in three different parts, Blindley Heath, 
South Godstone and Godstone Village. To obtain the greatest amount of leverage on the 
various bodies we will approach for funding it will be necessary to combine all three reports 
to make one Godstone Parish Appraisal. As each area is working at a different pace this will 
be done over time. However there is nothing to stop us in Godstone from forging ahead with 
things that can be achieved now. 
 
I couldn’t conclude this section without passing on my thanks to the 
828 households who responded to the Appraisal questionnaire and the 
many willing volunteers who have taken part in the Project to date. 
Phase two starts today with the publication of our findings. The future 
is in the hands of those who now take up this challenge to make our 
village an even better place than it is already. 
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The Results 
 

People 
Some basic questions were asked about people living in the village.  The main reasons for 
asking these were: 
 

Ø To get an understanding of roughly the size of the population 
Ø To understand the basic ‘make up’ of the village residents in terms of age and sex 

 
The reason that this was important was so that when the results are published, we needed to 
be able to be relatively sure that we were representing the views of the majority of the village 
and that the results came from a good cross section of people of all ages and sex. 
 
A total of 1,937 people were counted as residents of the village.  Of these, 1,668 are over the 
age of 11.  Overall, 53.4% of the village population is female. 
 
Of those households that answered the Appraisal, the ages are as follows: 
 

Under 18 Over 18 and Under 60 Over 60 years young! 
Male Female Male Female Male Female 
208 199 474 517 231 308 

Total 407 (21%) Total 991 (51%) Total 539 (28%) 
 

Validation 
Questionnaires were delivered to all 1,147 households in the village by some 70+ volunteers.  
In total 828 completed Appraisals were collected – which gives us a superb response of some 
72.2%.  This excellent return enables us to say that the views expressed in the Godstone 
Village Appraisal are representative of the majority of residents of the village.  It is also 
possible to say that since 1,937 people represent 72.2% of the population, we can estimate 
that the total population of Godstone Village in April 2002 was approximately 2,682 people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing 
There were a number of questions in the Appraisal 
questionnaire relating to housing.  It is interesting to 
note that whilst quite a high proportion of people have 
moved into the village relatively recently – 34.7% of 
our community have lived here 5 years or less – only 
5% of the population has moved from the village.  
Godstone must be a pretty good place to live! 
 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
The 828 Appraisals entered into the computer represented 
36,432 actual questions which were read, checked and typed 

into the database! 

Figure 2: North View Cottage 
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Of those people who would like to move, but have been unable to do so, the results were 
fairly well spread.  82.5% of our community did not want to move, of the others the results 
were as follows: 
 
Reason Percentage 
Price 6.3% 
Lack of suitable stock to buy 3.9% 
Lack of local authority/housing association homes 5.3% 
Lack of physically accessible stock 1.1% 
No suitable sheltered housing 0.7% 
Not able to get a job 1.1% 
Unable to afford the cost of moving 3.4% 
Family reasons 1.3% 
Other financial commitments 0.8% 

 

Neighbourhood Watch 
One question related specifically to Neighbourhood Watch Schemes.  The question asked, ‘Is 
your dwelling within a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme?’.  The results were: 
 
Yes   14.6% 
No   49.6% 
Don’t Know  34.7% 
 
Households were asked whether, if their house was not in a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, 
would they like it to be?  The result was overwhelmingly in favour!  236 households said that 
they would like their house to be part of a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø Neighbourhood Watch schemes be encouraged throughout the village. 
Ø A meeting is organised where the police and other relevant authorities can talk to 

those interested in joining/setting up a scheme in their road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flooding 
Another question in this section of the Appraisal which related to housing was about flooding.  
The results show that 34 households in the village suffer with many problems of flooding and 
146 households have some problems.  This is quite a high proportion of households, 
representing almost 22% of all those that completed the questionnaire.   
 
The aim of the Appraisal was to find out if flooding is an issue affecting households in 
Godstone.  Now that the results have indicated that there are problems, further work will be 
required to identify which specific areas suffer with flooding so that attempts can be made to 
eliminate it. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø Tandridge District Council should be advised of the findings. 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
Comments made on the Appraisal questionnaire were collated separately.  Of the 
828 questionnaires completed, 546 had at least one comment.  By far the most 

popular question which earned comment was Question 5 – ‘If you are not in a 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, would you like to be?’ 
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Accommodation 
There was a further question on the subject of 
housing that provoked a very high response.  
House pricing is a national issue and is affected 
by market conditions, however, it is clear from 
the results that inexpensive homes are as much 
an issue in Godstone as elsewhere in the 
country.   
 
 
The question asked, ‘What kind of 
accommodation do you think the village 
needs?’  1,500 people answered the question 
and the results were as follows: 
 
Accommodation Responses Percentage 
Large Family Homes 115 7.7% 
Small Family Homes 293 19.5% 
Executive Homes 31 2.1% 
Homes for People with Disabilities 166 11.1% 
Homes for Single People 221 14.7% 
Inexpensive Homes 493 32.9% 
No Further Homes are Needed 711 47.4% 

It should be noted that the percentages indicated above are the percentage of the 1,500 
respondents that ticked each category. 

Traffic 
In the Godstone Village Appraisal a number of questions related to traffic.  Not all questions 
related to cars, but the results of the Appraisal indicated that the majority of our community 
use a car on a regular basis. 
 

How does our community travel? 
The question asking, ‘How often do you use the following services?’, gave a very good 
indication of the fact that the majority of our community uses a car.  1,557 people answered 
the question which indicates that 1,130 people use a car on a daily basis.  The actual results 
were: 
 
 Daily Weekly Monthly Never 
Bus 8.6% 9.4% 5.4% 61.2% 
Coach 1.0% 0.3% 1.1% 69.9% 
Community Bus 0.4% 0.6% 0.3% 71.0% 
Taxi 0.9% 4.4% 14.1% 57.7% 
Dial-a-Ride 0.2% 0.6% 0.4% 71.5% 
Age Concern 0.3% 0.4% 0.1% 71.7% 
Car 72.6% 10.1% 0.6% 5.6% 

 
Only 134 people use the bus on a daily basis and 147 weekly.  84 people use it on a monthly 
basis, but 953 people never use the bus service in Godstone.  As can be seen from the 
following result, the majority of those using the bus on a daily basis are school age children. 
 
 
 

Figure 3:  Greenview was built by Sir Walpole 
Greenwell in 1913 
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When asked about what they use the bus for and how often, of those that do use it the 
numbers were as follows: 
 
 Often Occasionally 
Work 52 83 
Shopping 94 228 
Medical Visits 11 78 
Social or Leisure 58 191 
Further Education 16 6 
School 83 13 

 
1,436 people answered the question, the remaining people 
in each case said that they never use it. 
 
The following question asking what improvements could be made to the bus service was 
answered by 1,247 people. 
 
Improvement Number Percentage 
Routes 267 21.4% 
Timetable 410 32.9% 
Cost 397 31.8% 
Reliability 441 35.4% 
Bus Stop Location 68 5.5% 
Access for those with disabilities 132 10.6% 
No Opinion/Do Not Use 564 45.2% 

 
It is clear from these results that some improvements to the bus service are wanted by our 
community! 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø Local bus operators and the Surrey County Council Transport Committee are made 
aware of our findings. 

Ø The problems facing school children (i.e. lack of service between 4 and 6 pm) are 
highlighted to the operators. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cars 
Parking is often difficult with the increase in the use of the car in modern times.  The 
Appraisal asked, ‘Do you experience the following parking problems at your home?’.  The 
question was answered by 1,278 people and indicated that there are parking problems in 
Godstone. 
 
Parking Problem Number Percentage 
Nowhere to park 331 25.9% 
Cars blocking your entrance 306 23.9% 
School Traffic 133 10.4% 
Parking on grass verges 324 25.4% 
Cars left/parked whilst other cars shared 403 31.5% 

 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
The 828 Appraisals took 93 hours to be entered into the database! 

Figure 4:  A Green Line bus taken in 
Godstone in the 1920s 



Godstone Village Appraisal Project – The Results  Page 13 

Although the Godstone Village Appraisal was entirely anonymous and it is rightly impossible 
to identify any individual residents, some parking problems can be assumed to affect people 
in certain areas.  For example, school traffic will clearly be an issue for those living in the Ivy 
Mill Lane area of the village and is unlikely to affect people in other areas.  Parking on grass 
verges and cars left whilst other cars are shared, are issues that largely affect the north end of 
the village with Ockleys Mead, Bakers Mead, Selbourne Square and Tylers Close being worst 
affected. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø The issue of parking control is looked at further with those people affected; 
Appropriate local bodies (Parish, District, County Councils, Highways Agency, the 
Police) included in the discussions to look at how the situation can be improved. 

Ø This information is used to lobby for a safe, secure car park for the use of commuters 
and for the installation of bollards or similar on the verges to prevent problem 
parking. 

Ø The possibility of creating a car park for the use of commuters with a daily parking 
charge should be investigated as a source of revenue for the village. 

Traffic Issues 
In relation to traffic, the Appraisal asked for your views on what the traffic problems in 
Godstone might be related to.  Apart from car parking and the results shown above, there are 
some very clear views in the results that some specific issues affect our community.  By far 
the highest response was that of Lorry Traffic – some 67.5% of respondents consider lorry 
traffic as a cause of traffic problems in Godstone.  Other issues that clearly affect and are of 
concern in our community are general congestion (50.4%), lack of parking (39.8%) and a 
high level of support for an east/west bypass (52.0%). 
 
Some of the views expressed in this question can 
be read in conjunction with those of other 
questions.  For example, 20.9% of our community 
believe that there is a need for more public 
transport.  If this is considered in conjunction with 
the results about the bus service detailed above, it 
can be concluded that if improvements were made 
to the local bus service, more people would use it. 
 
The table below shows the full results of the 
question.   
 

Do you think that the traffic problems in Godstone are related to any of the following? 
Need for an east/west bypass 759 52.0% 
General congestion 736 50.4% 
Lack of parking 581 39.8% 
Lorry traffic 985 67.5% 
Pedestrian/vehicle conflict 210 14.4% 
Traffic speed 626 42.9% 
Need for wider footpaths 214 14.7% 
Need for pedestrianisation 139 9.5% 
Need for traffic regulation 331 22.7% 
Need for more public transport 305 20.9% 
Need for a ‘park and ride’ facility 68 4.7% 
Commercial Deliveries 348 23.8% 

 
In a later question one of the options for our community to consider was that of anti-social 
vehicle use, (speeding, unnecessarily noisy vehicles, etc.).  This is clearly another issue 
affecting Godstone with some 610 (40.2%) of respondents saying it is a problem. 

Figure 5:  Outside The Bell in a quiet moment! 
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Although not specifically a question relating to traffic, the Appraisal also asked in a later 
question whether reducing traffic would help to protect and enhance the local environment.  
Again, the results show that traffic is a major issue affecting the village – 1,046 (70.2%) of us 
believe that reducing traffic would help. 
 
In relation to disturbances suffered by the village, traffic again featured very highly.  By far 
the highest number of respondents said that traffic noise is a disturbance suffered by the 
village (1,194 or 89.8% of respondents).  From the results above, lorry traffic is a major 
contributor to this and in the same question 600 people (45.1%) felt that industrial movement 
is an issue. 
 
It can be concluded that traffic is one of the most significant issues faced by our village at the 
moment.   
 
Recommendation: 

Ø These findings be fed into the next Parish/District/County Plan for active 
consideration. 

Ø The provision of an east/west by-pass is pursued to reduce congestion, and the 
relevant authorities should be made aware of the situation. 

Ø A working party consisting of residents, Parish, District and County representatives 
meet with the Highways Agency to look at what can be done to address some or all of 
these problems. 

Ø The possibility of traffic calming or speed restrictions be investigated with the 
relevant authorities.  These could be installed in a similar way to that of other local 
villages that are also on the A25 and A22. 

 

Getting around Godstone 
The Appraisal also looked at how we get around Godstone.  We need to understand if there 
are any issues facing our community that stop us getting around the village. 
 
We were asked – ‘In your opinion, how user-friendly are the pavements in the village to 
people with disabilities, pushchairs or wheelchairs?’  1,560 people answered the question.  
The answers were quite evenly divided between those that thought the pavements were 
reasonable and those that thought they were poor.  Here are the results: 
 
Good 145 9.3% 
Reasonable 698 44.7% 
Poor 536 34.4% 
No Opinion 181 11.6% 

 
With regard to people with disabilities, the Appraisal asked about local facilities.  In 
particular, the question focused on everyday places that we might want or need to visit.  The 
results were: 

Are the following local facilities for people with disabilities in Godstone? 
 Good Reasonable Poor No Opinion Do Not Use 
Doctor 34.9% 23.9% 5.5% 18.4% 14.2% 
Chemist 14.0% 21.2% 31.3% 16.8% 10.3% 
Post Office 8.0% 20.0% 40.5% 15.6% 10.1% 
School 13.0% 14.3% 3.2% 25.2% 30.3% 
Church 13.2% 21.9% 12.1% 20.7% 21.2% 
Pubs/Restaurants 10.4% 26.3% 17.2% 21.3% 14.2% 
Other Shops 4.2% 23.5% 22.6% 24.3% 11.6% 
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The Appraisal questionnaire sought to learn the views of our village about how easy or 
difficult it is to get around Godstone without the use of a car.  We asked, ‘In relation to paths 
and street lights, would you like to see any of the following in Godstone?’ 
 
 Percentage 
Cycle Paths 21.9% 
More Footpaths 12.6% 
More Streetlights 39.0% 
More environmentally sensitive Streetlights 31.6% 
More Pavements 7.9% 
Pelican Crossings 31.4% 
Dropped Kerbs 15.3% 
Traffic Islands 6.9% 
Roundabouts 2.2% 
None of the above 20.4% 

 
As can be seen from the results above, a high percentage of people would like to see more 
street lights in the village.  Whilst the centre of the village is relatively well lit, questionnaires 
from almost all other parts indicated that more street lights are needed.  From the responses 
received it is also clear that if more street lights were to be installed, these should be 
environmentally sensitive. 
 
The results above also showed strong support for more crossings in the village.  This was the 
question that evoked the second highest number of comments with suggestions as to where a 
crossing(s) should be. 
 
Another question later asked about problems while shopping.  A very high number of people 
felt that crossing roads was a problem for them when shopping in the village.  293 said that 
they often have problems, 361 said they occasionally have problems. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø A further survey about street lighting is undertaken to evaluate the need in specific 
areas of the village. 

Ø An approach is made to the relevant authorities following the survey to investigate 
the possibility of more street lights being installed in areas where they are needed. 

Ø Using the comments made, Surrey County Council are contacted to review the 
criteria for pedestrian crossings in a rural village such as Godstone and clarification 
is sought on rules regarding sight lines and the fact that the A25 is a busy road. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School 
Godstone village school was originally built opposite St. Nicholas’ Church in 1854 for the 
princely sum of £1,451 on land made available by Sir William Robert Clayton.  The old 
school building still exists but is now private houses.  The current school which caters for 
children from the ages of 4 to 8, was built in 1973 and is located in Ivy Mill Lane.  The 
Appraisal sought to find out the views of the village with regard to the school. 
 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
Whilst entering the results of the questionnaire into the database 

over many evenings, 56 cups of tea and 96 glasses of wine were drunk!  
(None of which were paid for by the Appraisal funds!) 
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The questionnaire asked, ‘How important is Godstone school to the local community?’  It 
was good to discover that to most of our community the school is very important.  Here are 
the results: 
 
Very important 963 61.3% 
Important 228 14.5% 
Not very important 44 2.8% 
No opinion 337 21.4% 

 
The questionnaire also asked whether, in principle 
the school should cater for children up to the age of 
11.  Of the 1,342 people who expressed an 
opinion, 1,162 (86.6%) said that it should, whilst 
180 (13.4%) said no. 
 
 
Finally, on the subject of schools, the Appraisal sought our community’s opinion as to 
whether Godstone village school should be permanently included in the Oxted School 
catchment area.  92.2% (1,203) of those who answered said yes with only 7.8% (102) saying 
no. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø Godstone area should be permanently included in the Oxted School catchment area. 
Ø This information should be passed onto Oxted School and the County education 

committee. 
Ø Godstone Village School should be informed of the support from the village. 
Ø The desire for a village-based school to 11 years is communicated to Surrey County 

Council’s education committee. 
Ø Explore the possibility of acquiring land for a school to cater for children to 11 years 

that incorporates sufficient parking to support the size of the school, subject to Surrey 
County Council approval. 

Health 
Looking at the healthcare and services in the village, the Appraisal asked questions about 
where we go to the doctor, how easy it is to get there and also how we rate the various 
services. 
 

Is your doctor’s surgery/health centre in? 
Godstone 1,188 74.5% 
Oxted 198 12.4% 
Caterham 147 9.2% 
Elsewhere 62 3.9% 

 
We asked, ‘Do you have any difficulty in getting to the 
following?’ 
 
 Often Occasionally Never 
Hospital 4.4% 17.4% 73.5% 
Doctor 1.9% 6.6% 79.6% 
Chemist 1.2% 5.2% 78.9% 
Chiropodist 1.2% 3.1% 70.5% 
Optician 1.7% 7.9% 72.7% 
Dentist 2.0% 6.6% 77.2% 
Other medical facility 1.3% 3.1% 63.4% 

 

Figure 6:  Godstone Village School - The original 
school house is opposite St. Nicholas' Church 

Figure 7: Pond Tail Surgery is opposite 
the village pond 
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Although the question was aiming to find out about physical problems getting to the various 
medical facilities, a number of comments were made about the ability to make appointments 
and about the fact that there is no NHS dentist in Godstone. 
 
Finding out how our community rates the various services will enable them to make 
improvements as necessary.  We asked, ‘If you have used any of the following services 
which cover Godstone during the last year, how do you rate the service?’.  The results 
were as follows: 
 

 Good Reasonable Poor No Opinion Not Used 
The Service 

Doctor 43.9% 29.1% 10.7% 0.9% 13.5% 
District Nurse 14.5% 5.6% 0.7% 1.7% 55.6% 
Health Visitor 5.2% 3.1% 0.4% 1.8% 61.8% 
Home Help 0.9% 0.1% 0.4% 1.9% 67.6% 
Maternity Care 4.2% 1.6% 0.1% 1.5% 63.7% 
Chiropody 3.8% 1.7% 1.1% 1.9% 64.4% 
Loan of Medical Equipment 2.0% 0.7% 0.3% 1.7% 66.5% 
Meals on Wheels 0.7% 0.2% 0.1% 1.7% 68.2% 
Counselling Services 1.5% 0.5% 0.6% 1.7% 66.8% 
Physiotherapy Services 3.5% 2.1% 1.7% 1.6% 63.1% 
Dentist 36.0% 12.2% 1.5% 1.8% 32.8% 

As can be seen from the table above, the majority of our community is happy with the 
services provided.  There are always improvements that can be made however. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø The results are shared with the relevant providers of services.  Further work on how 
to inform people in Godstone of what is available and where to get it is made. 

Ø The results are shared with the dental practices in the village that NHS status is 
desirable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information 
It is important that our village/community knows what is going on, for example, local 
facilities and local events.  How well we communicate can affect the way in which we 
perceive our village.  How did you find out about the Godstone Village Appraisal Project?  
Was it from a poster?  Maybe word of mouth?  Or was it only when a leaflet dropped through 
your door to tell you it was about to be delivered? 
 
We were asked where we usually get information about events taking place in the village.  
There is an even spread of different ways, but what became obvious was that there is no 
single source of information that everyone knows will have all of the information in it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
When entering the answers from the Appraisal into the database, 

each one must be numbered, any comments noted and the 
questionnaire marked as having been entered.  Just doing this we 

used up 2 red pens! 
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These were the results: 
 
Source Number Percentage 
Notice Board 591 38.5% 
Parish Magazine 591 38.5% 
Free Paper 899 58.6% 
Local Paper 620 40.4% 
Post Office 315 20.5% 
Radio 68 4.4% 
Neighbours/Friends 812 52.9% 
Do Not Get Information 128 8.3% 

 
The following question asked where we would 
prefer to get information.  Of the options available; 
A village noticeboard, Tandridge County Border 
News, The Post (Newspaper), The Parish Magazine, 
A New Godstone Events Newsletter and Other, the 
vast majority said they would like a new Godstone 
Events Newsletter.  1,492 people answered the 
question with some 999 (67.0%) saying a new 
Godstone Events Newsletter would be desirable.  
Several people also ticked the ‘Other’ option and 
would like a Godstone Web Site (information that 
might be in a Godstone Events Newsletter available 
via the Internet). 
 
We were asked what we would like in the publication.  The options were again very evenly 
spread and were as follows: 
 
 Number Percentage 
Meetings of Village Organisations 761 55.2% 
Village Forum 567 41.1% 
Local Events 1,165 84.5% 
Adult Social Activities 745 54.1% 
Child’s Fun Activities 649 47.1% 
Learning Activities 571 41.4% 
Local Employment 693 50.3% 

 
We were also asked about TV and Radio reception difficulties.  The number of people 
suffering with poor reception was relatively high.  1,518 people answered the question.  This 
is what they said: 
 
 Yes No No Opinion 
Radio 21.7% 57.4% 2.3% 
TV 29.2% 55.9% 1.5% 
Channel 5 68.7% 15.3% 7.0% 
Digital TV 14.6% 23.6% 33.6% 

 
Recommendation: 

Ø The possibility of a new Godstone Events Newsletter is explored that is published and 
delivered to every house on a regular basis. 

Ø The Radio Communications Agency should be lobbied to increase power to our local 
TV and Radio transmitters 

Ø The possibility of an internet ‘Web Site’ should be explored for Godstone Village that 
will incorporate events, information and other items of interest. 

 

Figure 8:  The old Village Post Office 
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Public Services 
Public services are important to us.  The majority of people answering the Appraisal 
questionnaire answered the question (1,534) with the 
Fire and the Ambulance services scoring the highest 
mark.  Car parking again was highlighted as a big 
issue for the village (46.3% of people said it is poor), 
with road sweeping not far behind (32.9%).  The 
Police service also appeared to be an issue with 36.4% 
of our community saying it is poor and 29.5% saying 
it is reasonable – only 13.6% of people think the 
police service is good.  The full results are as follows: 
 

 Good Reasonable Poor No Opinion 
Road sweeping 21.4% 34.2% 32.9% 8.2% 
Car Parking 6.5% 33.9% 46.3% 6.6% 
Street Lighting 16.6% 44.8% 29.7% 4.2% 
Police 13.6% 29.5% 36.4% 15.1% 
Fire Service 40.2% 19.6% 1.8% 30.0% 
Ambulance 40.4% 22.2% 1.5% 29.0% 

 
We also asked you what you think about local government in relation to Godstone.  The 
question was, ‘Do you feel your elected representatives in local government are 
sufficiently aware of local concerns and feelings?’.  A large proportion of us have no 
opinion at all about our local government representatives – of those that do, a high proportion 
do not think they are very aware. 
 

 Fully Aware Quite Aware Not Aware No Opinion 
Parish Council 17.9% 25.8% 21.2% 33.4% 
District Council 6.9% 28.5% 28.3% 33.4% 
County Council 3.9% 15.0% 40.0% 37.0% 

 
Recommendation: 

Ø The Parish, District and County Councils are made aware of our views about public 
services with the aim of improving those that concern us most. 

Ø The emergency services should be made aware of the community’s perception of 
them. 

Ø The Parish, District and County Councils are told of the results of the question 
relating to the perceived lack of awareness of local issues with a view to giving them 
opportunity to demonstrate improvements. 

Ø An investigation is carried out into car parking facilities within the village using both 
the results of this question and those from the previous ones as supporting evidence 
of the need. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 9:  Parking on the green is very 
limited 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
During the course of the 3 months spent entering the data from the 

Appraisal, Caroline walked 32 miles between home and Millennium House 
to read the questionnaires!  Several other volunteers also read for the 

entry of the data, but their leg-work hasn’t been calculated! 
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Crime 
Godstone is not generally viewed as a high crime area, unfortunately however, crime is 
everywhere nowadays.  In the Appraisal questionnaire, we were asked whether any specific 
crimes or anti-social behaviour were of concern to our community.  From the results, the main 
areas of concern are vandalism, theft, graffiti and litter.  There were 1,518 people who 
completed this question. 
 
 Number Percentage 
Theft 814 53.6% 
Mugging 215 14.2% 
Vandalism 1,112 73.3% 
Drunkenness 329 21.7% 
Anti-Social Vehicle Use 610 40.2% 
Abandoned Cars 525 34.6% 
Graffiti 798 52.6% 
Litter 944 62.2% 
Fly Tipping 633 41.7% 
Other 178 11.7% 
Not Concerned 78 5.1% 

 
A number of people who ticked the ‘Other’ option were concerned about groups of teenagers 
gathering on corners which they found to be intimidating. 
 
We were also asked, in relation to crime, whether this caused people in our community to 
change the way in which they carried out their everyday lives.  1,485 people expressed an 
opinion. 
 

As a precaution, do you ever? 
 Number Percentage 

Stay away from certain areas 374 25.2% 
Go out with somebody else rather than go alone 384 25.9% 
Avoid going out after dark 433 29.2% 
Carry a personal alarm 51 3.4% 
Go to self-defence classes 29 2.0% 
None of these 762 51.3% 

 
Recommendation: 

Ø Surrey Police are encouraged to provide a much higher profile police presence – 
especially at night. 

Ø Surrey Police are asked to take note of the findings and jointly create a plan with the 
village to address residents’ fears. 

Ø Improved street lighting as highlighted in an earlier question could be used to 
discourage street crime. 

 

Shops and Services 
Local shops and services rely on our business and support.  Over the years we have seen 
many small businesses close, having been pushed out by the big superstores with whom they 
cannot compete.  As part of the Godstone Village Appraisal, we sought to find out how much 
support there is for local businesses and also what businesses might be supported if they were 
to open in the village. 
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The newsagent and post office are clearly popular within the village, as are the baker, the 
chemist and the two general shops.  In the following table, the full results can be seen.  1,542 
people answered the question and the numbers of people using each business are shown. 
 
 Daily Weekly Monthly Less 

Frequently 
Never 

General Shops 233 492 184 305 175 
Mobile Library 1 29 26 26 1,176 
Post Office 78 593 301 278 199 
Chemist/Pharmacy 32 260 528 464 157 
Newsagents 404 652 164 163 60 
Bakers Shop 63 294 242 433 348 
Village Crafts 6 97 172 432 628 
Builders Merchants 27 133 386 506 324 
Repair Garage 2 7 36 348 902 
Petrol Station 51 349 203 270 498 

 
The question of new businesses opening in the village was 
addressed by asking if we would use them and, if so, how 
often.  Three businesses received particularly strong support 
– a bank, a butcher and a greengrocer.  Several people did say 
that they were not sure whether they would use a bank unless 
they knew which bank it was. 
 
 
There were several comments made relating to the takeaway.  
The community is relatively divided with those in favour of a takeaway and those concerned 
about the level of litter is might create.  This is how we felt: 
 

 Weekly Monthly Occasionally Never Don’t Know 
Bank 43.1% 15.8% 17.5% 11.0% 7.4% 
Butcher 35.5% 12.1% 19.4% 19.0% 7.0% 
Library 17.9% 18.9% 23.8% 18.0% 9.7% 
Greengrocer 42.0% 9.8% 22.1% 13.2% 5.8% 
Takeaway 27.1% 16.2% 22.8% 18.9% 6.1% 
Internet Café 4.9% 3.0% 8.1% 59.4% 10.9% 

 
 
If our community does not support our local businesses, there may be a reason (other than our 
own choice) that prevents us from doing so.  We were asked the question, ‘Do you encounter 
any of the following problems while shopping in the village?’  In our results, we are 
showing the number of people since obviously this is more relevant. 
 

 Often Occasionally Never 
Wheelchair access to premises 35 38 1,007 
Pushchair access to premises 87 111 884 
Obstructions on the pavements 102 231 807 
Lack of seating 41 132 937 
Height of shelving 22 90 966 
Size of print 22 79 970 
Carrying goods 33 75 968 
Getting to the shops 22 66 995 
Reading signs 16 55 1,001 
Crossing roads 293 361 619 

 

Figure 10:  The old Shop on the 
Green 
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Several comments on the questionnaire specifically mentioned problems with lorries parked 
on pavements causing an obstruction.  Other comments re-iterated earlier ones regarding 
crossings in the village. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø The Parish Council and the Tandridge District Council should take note of the desire 
for a takeaway when and if future planning applications are made. 

Ø The Mobile Library should be encouraged to raise its profile. 
Ø Local shops should be made aware of the support for additional services and of the 

access problems highlighted both here and in the earlier question. 
Ø Major Banks should be encouraged to assess the viability of providing a facility 

within the village. 
Ø Liaison with businesses that persistently block pavements with vehicles should take 

place in order to reduce danger to the walking public. 
Ø The possibility of a new pedestrian crossing at the north end of the village should be 

explored in order to reduce danger to people crossing roads and to make walking 
within the village safer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social and Leisure 
Our village benefits from an excellent range of social and leisure activities available for us to 
take part in.  A comment that was made by many of our respondents was that they didn’t 
know about them – this is an excellent opportunity for all of our clubs/groups to advertise!  
Maybe in the new Godstone Events Newsletter? 
 
We were asked whether any new clubs or activities would be attended if they were available, 
1,055 people responded to the question and the answers were as follows: 
 

 Number Percentage 
University of the Third Age (U3A) 103 9.8% 
Rambling Club 210 19.9% 
Art Club 166 15.7% 
Drama 121 11.5% 
Musical Society 142 13.5% 
Martial Arts 138 13.1% 
Keep Fit 418 39.6% 
Young People’s Drama Group 75 7.1% 
Modern Dance 121 11.5% 
Skate Park 129 12.2% 
Swimming 667 63.2% 
Other 94 8.9% 

 
Clearly, from the results, there is considerable support for a variety of new clubs and 
activities.  Some of the ‘other’ activities mentioned were squash, snooker, and a DIY class!  
Certainly some scope here for enthusiasts.  Some of the clubs listed above already exist in 
Godstone.  From the results of the Appraisal, it would appear that with a little more 
advertising, membership could significantly increase! 
 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
From the 828 completed Appraisals, once entered into the computer, 
260,820 options had been included – this meant 6,101,550 typed keys! 
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We were asked if our community experiences any difficulties in gaining access to 
entertainment/ social activities, here is what we said: 
 
 Number Percentage 
No transport 187 13.9% 
No one else to go with 95 7.1% 
Opening times inconvenient 61 4.5% 
Costs too great 170 12.7% 
No wheelchair access 8 0.6% 
Parking inconvenient 82 6.1% 
Transport services don’t run late enough 252 18.8% 
Wrong age group 114 8.5% 
Do not attend 300 22.4% 
Other 31 2.3% 
No difficulties 560 41.7% 

 
The majority of the ‘other’ category were people who find it difficult to get a babysitter.  
Maybe an opportunity for a babysitters circle is here? 
 
Once again the issue of transport and how late services run was raised.  This was a common 
theme throughout the Appraisal answers. 
 
It is important to understand why people in our community don’t take part in leisure 
activities.  The following question helped to identify any improvements that could be made to 
make it easier for people to take part.  1,157 people answered the question and expressed a 
view. 
 
‘If you do not take part in any leisure activities, is it because?’ 
 
 Number Percentage 
Do not want to 522 45.1% 
Unsuitable opening hours 98 8.5% 
Access problems (physical) 24 2.1% 
No transport 97 8.4% 
Too expensive 172 14.9% 
Poor publicity 254 22.0% 
Other 208 18.0% 

 
People ticking the ‘other’ option gave reasons including no babysitter, too busy, working in 
London and not returning early enough, too old and that they take part in activities elsewhere. 
 

The Appraisal gave a list of youth facilities that 
are in Godstone and asked our opinion as to 
how we would rate them.  The results were 
surprising in that the majority of people had no 
opinion.  Several people commented that they 
did not know they existed – once again 
highlighting the need for better publicity.  
Another opportunity for a new Godstone Events 
Newsletter! 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11:  Cricket on the Green. 
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‘The following youth facilities are in Godstone.  Do you think they are?’ 
 

 Good Reasonable Poor No Opinion 
Scouts 20.2% 9.7% 2.7% 62.2% 
Cubs 21.8% 8.1% 1.1% 62.1% 
Beavers 20.3% 7.1% 0.9% 63.2% 
Guides 16.1% 7.1% 2.0% 65.3% 
Brownies 16.4% 7.0% 1.4% 65.8% 
Rainbows 15.0% 6.1% 1.7% 67.0% 
St John Cadets 14.9% 6.1% 1.7% 69.0% 
Mini Crusaders 13.1% 5.1% 0.9% 69.8% 
Crusaders 13.2% 4.8% 1.0% 69.9% 
Youth Club 10.3% 7.0% 7.2% 66.7% 
Youth Football 14.4% 8.5% 3.9% 65.5% 

 
What the results showed more than anything is the fact that many people in our community 
do not know about the youth facilities in the village.  Of those that do, the majority think that 
the facilities are good.  A number of people commented that the Scouts and the Youth Club 
are temporarily closed at the moment.  Whilst this is true, hopefully we will find some new 
volunteers to help with them soon. 
 
Considering that there are only a limited number of children in the village, (taking the 407 
counted in the Appraisal and assuming that this represented 72.2%, we can assume that there 
are 563 children between the age of 0 and 18), then a ‘No Opinion’ may well reflect a 
responder has no children of the appropriate age for these groups. 
 
In order to understand the views of the village on how good the local social facilities are, we 
were asked the next question.  This gave us the ability to see where improvements can be 
made. 
 
‘What are your views on local social facilities for?’ 
 

 Good Reasonable Poor No Opinion 
Children up to 16 4.8% 15.0% 32.9% 34.1% 
Young people 17-25 1.3% 7.7% 40.0% 36.2% 
People 26-60 5.4% 26.8% 24.6% 31.2% 
People over 60 15.2% 22.6% 10.9% 40.5% 

 
Of those people that expressed an opinion (1,472 people answered this question), it is clear 
that young people 17-25 are believed to have the least satisfactory facilities in the village. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø The numerous clubs/societies publicise themselves and actively encourage younger 
people. 

Ø The Parish/District/County Councils should work together to provide increased 
facilities for 17-25 year olds. 

Ø Village baby sitting circles are encouraged. 
Ø Individual groups receive any comments relating to their group to better understand 

village perception. 
 

Our Environment 
The Appraisal sought the views of our community on matters relating to the environment.  
Questions covered the environment, disturbance, local amenities and how to keep our village 
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clean and tidy.  There were some issues that are clearly of greater importance to us than 
others as was evident from the answers relating to traffic. 
 
‘What do you think should be done to help protect and enhance the local environment of 
Godstone?’ 
 
 Number Percentage 
Recycling 921 61.9% 
Improved public transport 668 44.9% 
Community composting 442 29.7% 
Reduce traffic 1,046 70.2% 
Noise barriers 579 38.9% 
Quiet tarmac 679 45.6% 
Better control of emergency sirens 352 23.6% 
Removal of unauthorised/illegally parked caravans 1,093 73.4% 
Other 178 12.0% 

 
Once again traffic was a major issue for our community.  70.2% of us think that reducing 
traffic would enhance the local environment.  Recent issues with travellers caused the highest 
number of people to comment and this was also reflected in the ‘other’ category where many 
people had written this to reinforce their selection.  Emergency vehicles use only the main 
roads through Godstone, therefore principally affecting those that live on them. With this in 
mind, the percentage that want better control was particularly high at 23.6% of all 
respondents. 
 
Asking about noise disturbances in the village, created another very high response.  
Unsurprisingly, given the views expressed elsewhere in the Appraisal, traffic noise was the 
biggest problem – some 89.8% of us believe that this is a problem in the village!   
 
Concern about disturbance caused by industrial 
movement was also extremely high at 45.1% and this 
reflected earlier comments regarding lorry traffic and 
lorries parked on pavements making it dangerous to 
pass.  Clay pigeon shooting also had a high percentage 
– this largely affects those living at the north end of the 
village and is clearly a big problem. 
 
‘Does the village suffer from any of the following 
types of disturbance?’ 
 Number Percentage 
Traffic noise 1,194 89.8% 
Low-flying aircraft 266 20.0% 
Motorcycle scrambling 167 12.6% 
Noise pollution 632 47.6% 
Light pollution 162 12.2% 
Clay pigeon shooting 364 27.4% 
Industrial movement 600 45.1% 

 
Since noise pollution is also related to traffic noise and industrial 
movement, it is clear that our community is suffering from 
unacceptably high levels of noise disturbance. 

 
In relation to local amenities, we were asked what could be done 
to improve the environment of the village.  The largest response 
was regarding dog mess.  84.1% of us are concerned that there 
should be better control of dog mess.  Also very high on our list 

Figure 12:  Bay Pond 

Figure 13:  Shops on the Green 
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of things to improve is looking after our wildlife, 50.5% believe this is very important with a 
further 29.7% of us saying it is worth doing – combined this gives us 80.2% of our 
community think we should protect our wildlife.  The full results are as follows: 
 

 Very 
Important 

Worth 
Doing 

Not 
Necessary 

Don’t 
Know 

Plant more trees 16.8% 38.9% 15.2% 3.8% 
Cut down some trees 1.5% 5.7% 45.4% 5.4% 
Look after woodlands 40.4% 32.9% 2.3% 3.9% 
Preserve single trees in special places 31.9% 29.3% 5.5% 5.4% 
Stop vehicle damage to road verges 41.5% 37.5% 3.9% 3.9% 
Signpost paths and bridleways 19.6% 38.8% 8.0% 4.5% 
Keep hedges and roadside verges short 
and tidy 

36.7% 38.9% 7.4% 2.6% 

Let hedges and roadside verges grow 
naturally 

6.0% 10.8% 36.7% 6.8% 

Repair gates, stiles and bridges 24.7% 43.2% 4.0% 4.4% 
Protect wildlife 50.5% 29.7% 1.4% 1.2% 
Open more footpaths and bridleways 18.3% 28.8% 17.0% 4.3% 
Better control of dog mess 51.4% 32.7% 3.3% 1.1% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, we were asked what could be done to keep the village clean and tidy.  Based on the 
results above, one action is definitely to control dog mess better – the success of this relies on 
all of us who are dog owners to do our bit!  The results indicate that more bins in the village 
are a popular way in which the village can be kept cleaner with 55.3% of the 1,495 people 
who responded saying they would like more bins.  These are the full results: 
 

 Number Percentage 
Paying for a litter warden 452 30.2% 
Paying for a roadsweeper 491 32.8% 
Putting up notices 280 18.7% 
Entering a best kept village competition 604 40.4% 
Having a ‘Spring Clean’ day annually 225 15.1% 
Having a ‘Spring Clean’ day twice a year 399 26.7% 
Provision of more bins 826 55.3% 
The Local Authority 811 54.2% 
No Opinion 69 4.6% 
Other 79 5.3% 

 
Recommendation: 

Ø The Parish and District Councils be made aware of the concerns regarding litter, 
road sweeping and bins. 

Ø We should all be encouraged to be careful not to drop litter, tidy up outside our own 
property and keep overhanging trees and hedges trimmed. 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
70+ volunteers delivered notes and then delivered and collected 1,147 
Appraisal questionnaires over a two week period.  This means that the 
volunteers visited every house in the village at least 3 times.  Assuming 

that each visit took 3 minutes including walking time, a massive 172 hours 
of time was put in by all of the volunteers! 
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Ø Surrey County Council should be urged to carry out a further survey on the effects of 
traffic in Godstone concerning noise, routes and the possibility of a by-pass. 

Ø The emergency services should be encouraged to reduce the noise pollution caused 
by sirens. 

Ø Tandridge District Council should be encouraged to look at recycling facilities, 
(including community composting), in Godstone and how they could be improved. 

Ø There should be better enforcement of dog fouling by-laws by Tandridge District 
Council. 

Ø The provision of litter bins and the emptying of them should be reviewed. 
Ø The Parish and District Councils should be urged to talk to and act with the 

promoters of clay pigeon shooting with a view to controlling the noise pollution. 
Ø The Parish Council should be asked to initiate the possibility of Spring Clean Days to 

coincide with rubbish collections. 
Ø Further liaison with relevant authorities, the Police and the District Council should 

take place regarding the prevention of illegal occupation of private land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any Other Comments 
As has been pointed out earlier in this report, there were a large number of additional 
comments made on the various appraisal questions.  There were many comments made about 
traffic problems in Godstone, most have been covered in this report. 
 
With regard to the suggestions made for the location of additional crossings in Godstone, the 
comments varied, below is an indication of some of the more popular ones.  Number 1 is the 
most popular crossing point with number 8 attracting the fewest number of comments in 
support: 
 

1. Godstone News/Brookers 
2. William Way/Fairalls/General Store 
3. Godstone Hill/Tylers Close 
4. Outside Hare and Hounds 
5. Replace existing Zebra crossing with a Pelican crossing 
6. Outside the Baptist Church 
7. On Oxted Road near the roundabout 

8. The Bell 
 
With regard to street lights (another popular issue for comment) the 
comments were spread again, with locations being suggested in a variety of places.  Again 
with number 1 as the most popular, the suggestions included: 
 

1. More lights in Ockleys Mead 
2. More lights in Salisbury Road 
3. More lights in Tylers Close 
4. More lights near the Zebra crossing 
5. More light on the back path on the Green 
6. Lighting is intrusive/polluting/too bright! 

 

Appraisal Trivia Fact 
During the last 15 months over 100 people in Godstone have attended 
meetings or played some part in the success of the Godstone Village 

Appraisal Project – this represents nearly 11,000 man or woman hours! 

Figure 14:  The 
Godstone Village Sign 
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With regard to other things that can be done to protect and enhance the local environment of 
Godstone, here were some of the more popular suggestions.  The most popular is first in the 
list, but since many had the same number of responses, the reverse order lists by popularity 
only. 
 

1. Width restriction/weight limit/ re route HGV’s 
2. More litter bins/improve litter control/empty bins more 
3. No parking on pavement/especially businesses in the high street 
4. Have an east west by pass 
5. Speed cameras 
6. Improve residents parking 
7. Stop /move fly tipping/quick response to reports of fly tipping 
8. More police involvement 
9. Discourage park & rides 
10. Move travellers on quicker/don’t clear up unless they pay 
11. Reduce noise 
12. Maintain footpaths 
13. Noise reduction screen M25 
14. Plant more trees/plants 
15. Cut hedges/verges more/ repair verges 
16. Caravans should not be parked in front gardens 
17. Quiet tarmac on roads 
18. More recycling banks/include tin/plastic 
19. Strict control of 30 mph 
20. Keep pond clean 
21. More frequent skips in village 
22. More doggy bins 
23. Speed humps 
24. Improve lighting 

 
There were many other comments and suggestions, but for the sake of the environment (and 
the trees) they are not all listed here.  All of the most popular comments have been included 
and those that are not specifically listed in this report have been noted and, where necessary, 
will be brought to the attention of the relevant parties. 
 
Recommendation: 

Ø If every householder adopted the patch of land at the front/side of the property in 
which they live and kept overhanging trees, shrubs, brambles, ivy, weeds and litter 
cleared away, the whole village would be tidier and look well cared for. 
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Conclusion 
 

“It’ll never achieve anything – it’s a 
waste of time and effort” 

 
“Godstone is a really good place to 

live.  Before I moved here, I had never 
felt I had found my ‘roots’ – now I 

can never imagine leaving the 
village!” 

 
This report began with two short 
forewords kindly written by Sarah Goad, 
who introduced the appraisal, and 
Richard Stilgoe about his experience 
when moving to the village of Godstone 
with his family.  His last sentence, “We 
are proud to be a part of Godstone, and 
to know that Godstone is proud of us”, is 
a great way of describing the atmosphere 
and character of the village. 
 
True, the village has changed a lot over the years.  Some residents remember the days when 
the community was much smaller and quieter – no M25, only a few had cars, very little litter, 
nobody ever locked their front door etc.  Progress is not always welcome and is not always 
good, but in general it can be said that progress in the village of Godstone has been 
favourable. 
 
The two quotes above are from Appraisal questionnaires.  The first, as you will see, is a rather 
negative comment.  It is an understandable view and could even be true …. if we let it!  It is 
up to us, the whole village and community of Godstone, to ensure that it is wrong.  We can 
achieve results and we can get things done, but we have to work at it.  The first step was to 
find out what our village wants, the second and equally important is to achieve those wishes 
wherever possible. 
 
The cartoon above is representative of many of the wishes and wants of the village –  

Ø Better control of traffic 
Ø More and better information about village events and activities 
Ø A better sense of community 
Ø The need for better public transport 
Ø A desire to protect the environment in and around Godstone 
Ø The need for more opportunities/facilities for the 16-25 year olds 
Ø Better policing 

The list continues, but you get the gist and you’ve read the report! 
 
There are some things that aren’t guaranteed, they are outside of our direct control and will 
require lobbying of local, District and County Councils, possibly our local MP – and even 
then we may not be able to achieve them.  But this shouldn’t deter us.  If we don’t try, we 
won’t know!  And there are other things that we definitely can achieve – these are the things 
that we must work together to make sure do happen. 
 
The recommendations in this report all come from the answers that we, the community and 
residents of Godstone, expressed.  Whilst they cover a variety of subjects and some are of 
greater importance than others, we can work together to make those that are possible happen. 
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The next step in the Appraisal process is to create an Action Plan to move forward.  This will 
be done over the next few weeks and months and may involve a number of different groups, 
individuals and committees.  This report is not the end of the Appraisal process, but the 
beginning of making our village an even better place to live. 
 
Our village is only one of three parts constituting the Parish of Godstone.  To enable the 
Parish as a whole to move things forward our report will be combined with those from 
Blindley Heath and South Godstone to form one consolidated report which will stand up 
statistically along side similar rural communities across the country.  This work will go on in 
parallel to our village Action Plan and will be reported back to residents along with our 
progress. 
 
The second quote at the beginning of this conclusion is also from one of the questionnaires.  
Together we can aim to ensure that the person writing the first quote would, if asked again, 
write the second one next time. 
 

Ø The final recommendation of this report is that further work be carried out to 
create an Action Plan to take the recommendations forward.  The suggestion is that 
this mantle be taken up by the newly revived Village Forum, along with help from 
those involved in the Appraisal where necessary. 

 
Godstone is great place to live – this Appraisal and the results published here, will help us all 

to make it an even better one! 
 

Once again, thank you for taking part. 
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Useful Contacts 
The following list of contacts for activities within the village is correct at the time of printing 
the report. 
 
Activity Contact Phone 
Age Concern, Godstone Edna Holden (Secretary) 

Beryl Trudgill (Transport) 
01883 742965 
01883 742493 

Royal British Legion Lila Leamon 01883 742579 
Royal BL Women’s Section June Williams 01883 742268 
Bowls Club Tony Woodham 01883 742682 
Cricket Club Digby Christmas 01883 744440 
Football Club Brian Bourn 01883 715219 
Tennis Club Vivien Wagstaff 020 8660 3552 
Table Tennis Dave Bamforth 01883 742625 
Village Forum Marion Simpson (Interim Coordinator) 01883 742724 
Godstone Parish Council Christopher Anderson 01883 743182 
Women’s Club Di Nutley 01883 742211 
Women’s Institute Lyn Jones 01883 742215 
Darby & Joan Club Ann Ohlson 01883 742522 
Godstone Bridge Club Geoff Smith 01883 712761 
Scouts Steve Beagley 07759 653372 
Cubs John Ravenscroft 01883 742601 
Beavers Paula Quincey 01883 742680 
Guides Shirley Gunner (with South Godstone) 01342 893885 
Brownies No Leader At Present  
Rainbows Emma Gibbs 01883 347681 
Creative Craft Club Edna Holden 01883 742965 
Lions Club Peter Drysdale 01883 742708 
St John Ambulance Cadets: Helen Bunn 01293 782237 
The White Hart Barn Di Grose (Hon. Sec.) 

Jane Cooper (Bookings) 
01883 742983 
01883 743604 

Gardeners’ Club Sylvia Pocock 01883 712627 
Preservation Society John King 01883 742295 
Godstone Youth Club No Leader at Present  
St Nicholas’ Church Rector:   Rev. Roger Watts 

Wardens: Betty Knight 
  Angela Goad 
Junior Church: Philippa March 

01883 742354 
01883 742523 
01883 742224 
01883 743424 

Baptist Church Rev. Tony Harris 
Youth Work (Ages 4 - 14) 
Play Centre (Birth – 4) 
Wednesday Fellowship 
Drop In 

01883 742652 
01883 743333 
01883 743333 
01883 742652 
01883 743333 

Swan’s Club Village School (Term time) 01883 742376 
Bay Pond Baby & Toddlers Youth Centre (Fridays 10 am-12 noon)  

 


