
Godstone Parish Neighbourhood Plan Committee Meeting 
30th January 2017 at South Godstone Sports Club 

 
 
The Parish Councillor for Godstone North, Bren Davis, opened the 
proceedings by welcoming all those present to the first meeting of the 
Godstone Neighbourhood Planning Committee (GNPC). He said that the 
Parish Council (PC) had spent a lot of time discussing whether or not to get 
involved in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan; this followed concerns as to 
whether there would be enough people prepared to spend enough time to 
complete this demanding task. The second concern was - once completed - 
would such a plan help shape the future of the Parish or would it just collect 
dust on a shelf in the Tandridge District Council office? In November the 
decision to proceed was made and in December the PC registered with TDC 
that they wished to sponsor the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan. 
Godstone’s will be the 10th PC out of 21 within Tandridge District to go down 
this route.  Bren said that, as the first elected representative to the 
Committee, his fellow Councillors asked him to represent them and to act as a 
conduit by feeding information both ways between the Council and the GNPC. 
After asking if anyone else would like to take on the role he then went on to 
recommend Alex Rabbetts as Chair and he was seconded by Iain Pavely and 
with the agreement of all attendees was duly elected.  
 
Alex thanked the meeting and then welcomed guests, particularly those from 
the Godstone Parish Council and Tandridge District Councillors. The 
schedule for the evening was: 
 
Election of Officers  
 
Appointment of Chair (already accomplished) 
 
Appointment of Secretary 
 
Appointment of Treasurer 
 
Appointment of Vice Chair 
 
Formation of Sub Committees 
 
Consideration of the Constitution 
 
Alex told the meeting that to create a Neighbourhood Plan the whole Parish 
had to go through due process and immediately establish a Constitution 
which had to be sent out for comment before any application for a grant could 
be processed. This had to be done before the end of the evening. Once done it 



would be sent to the Parish Council. A Steering Committee was to be set up as 
well as a Sub Committee which would look at infrastructure, transport and 
other relevant factors. A Group would be set up which would include 
volunteers who would help with the Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan was being 
set up in the name of the Parish Council and would be submitted in its name. 
 
Alex outlined the sort of thing that would need to be considered during the 
process such as is it more affordable housing that is needed and who is it for? 
What about traffic volume, health care and how the population is being 
served? The Committee has to find out what people think and will need to 
survey the whole Parish before passing the information to the PC who will 
study it and give a recommendation before passing it to Tandridge District 
Council (TDC). It will be looked at by an independent planning expert to see if 
it complies with the national framework. Under proposed legislation there 
will then be a Referendum, becomes a legal document and must be consulted 
by TDC when dealing with which to be effective needed at least 51% of voters 
supporting the Plan. At this point the Plan planning matters. Planning 
legislation for this is currently going through Parliament. The GNPC aims to 
be as transparent as possible which is why it is important to get the 
Constitution out to as many people as possible. 
 
Funding for Neighbourhood Plans comes from Government Grants of £9,000 
per annum. First the Plan has to be submitted within six months with a report 
on how the money was spent. Money can be raised from other sources, such 
as individual donations. Alex said it may be that the Committee would 
approach the PC but did not say that it would. John Quincey, sitting in the 
audience said that the PC had about £200,000 in the bank. 
 
The following nominees were proposed, seconded and, as there were no other 
candidates, agreed: 
 
Secretary:   Fran Pavely 
 
Treasurer:   Colin White 
 
Vice Chair: Sarah Reynolds 
 
Alex then said that these appointments would constitute part of the Steering 
Committee or the Godstone Neighbourhood Plan Committee. This would 
under the proposed Constitution consist of between 11 to 15 members. It 
would consist of those Officers already agreed and the Chairs of the various 
Sub Committees that would need to be set up under it. 
 
He then set about proposing various people to be these Chairs. Each nominee 
was then seconded and, in the absence of other candidates, their names were 



agreed by those present. Various other members of the meeting put 
themselves forward to assist in the various Sub-Committees. 
 
Sub Committees 

1) Research/evidence building: Chair, Iain Pavely. Tess Manley agreed to 
support Iain in this.  

2) Leisure: Pamela Lyman, Caroline Ballantyne and Mary Stuart-Menteth 
agreed to join this. It has not as yet agreed who will be Chair and 
therefore on the Steering Committee. 

3) Transport and Infrastructure: Michael Sydney and Michael Gobey  
agreed to join this as did Moira White with Michael as Chair. 

4) Housing: Susan Clark volunteered to be on this.   
5) Employment: Bill Archer agreed to join this.   
6) Communications: Richard Clarke  

 
It was then proposed, seconded and agreed that Bren Davis should be the 
Liaison Officer. 

 
Barbara Burch, Sue Milne and John Ballantyne also agreed to be helpers  
 
Four Officers had already been agreed: Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer. With Bren Davis as Liaison Officer and the six Chairs, this makes 
11 members of the Steering Committee – the minimum under the proposed 
Constitution.  
 
The Constitution   
 
Copies of the Constitution had been emailed to some attendees for comment 
and hard copies were circulated. The Constitution outlines the following:- 
 
Names and Definition, Purposes and Aims, Neighbourhood Plan, General 
Policies and Principles, Area of Operation, Operating Conditions, 
Composition and meetings of the GNPC, Public Meetings, Finance, Removal 
of Members of the GNPC and Affiliations, Operations and Independence. 
Comments had already been made by those who received it by email and a 
few further recommendations on wording and titles were mentioned at the 
meeting including the suggestion that the name of the Committee should be 
changed from Godstone Neighbourhood Planning Committee to Godstone 
Parish Neighbourhood Planning Committee so that it would be understood 
that not only Godstone but South Godstone and Blindley Heath were 
included. That was agreed. The Constitution can be seen on the Godstone.net 
website. The Constitution still needs to be ratified by the Godstone Parish 
Council at their meeting on Monday 6th February. 
 



The Adoption of the finalised Constitution was proposed by Sarah Reynolds 
and seconded by Caroline Ballantyne. 
 
It was also suggested that those members of the meeting who were not part of 
the Steering Group or had not joined (or had not yet joined) any Sub 
Committees could still be part of the Group involved with the Neighbourhood 
Plan and might help and assist as the Plan progressed. This was agreed. 
 
Finally, County Councillor Helena Windsor then proposed a Vote of Thanks 
for Alex Rabbetts that was unanimously endorsed by members present. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.20 
 
 


